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To the Memory of Lala May Dibbel. 

THE LITTLE OBAVKN. 

Underneath the leafless trees, 

The snow-flakes falling lightly, 
Hide from sight the little mound 

Where our lost darling lies,— 
She who, ere the flowers faded, 

Heard her Savior calling, 
And departed to her home 

Beyond earth's dreary skies. 

O'er that little grave, in spring, 

The glad birds will be singing. 
And the summer flowers will shed 

Their petals on her tomb. 
But a glider song is hers. 

Through heaven's arches ringing, 
And around her little feet 

The flowers eternal bloom. 

Ab, how slowly pass the days ; 

Bring the spring time blossom, 
Summer flowers, autumn fruits, 

And wjnter's dreary now 1 
And we miss her littb hands : 

But on her Savior's bosom, 
She no grief, nor anxious care. 

Nor waiting hours shall know. 

Only yet a little sleeping, 

Yet a little slumber 1 
Only yet a little folding 

Weary hands to rest. 
E're we join the heavenly host, 

And, 'mid their radiant nurfaber, 
See our lost odb gently folded 

To her Savior's breast 

Mrs. E. E. Dubbkl. 


"When thou makest a dinner or a nipper, call not 
the friends, nor tby brethren, nor kinsmen, nor rich 
neighbors, lest baply they also bid thee again and a 
recompense be made thee. But when then makest 
a feast, bid the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
blind and thou shalt be blessed, because they have 
not wherewith to recompense thee, for thou sbalt 
be recompensed in the resurrection of the just." 
This lesson is bo eminently practical that it receives 
but little attention. Here again however we see 
the same law of divine justice demands no great 
task, nothing but an unostentatious manifestation 
of that spirit of love which characterizes every act 
of the Saviour's life. 

When we can truly feel that in every respect 
we have done the best that we have been able to 
do, there is due to ns an abiding comfort and 
sense of approbation which we ought to gratefully 
cherish, rather than repine because we have not 
greater advantages. God is too wise to allow us 
to accomplish all our aims, even though we are 
actuated by worthy motives. After we baye done 
all we can, there will be many thwarted plans, and 
froitlesB endeavors, that may suggest discourage- 
ment, but we must be hopeful and renew our 
strength at the throne of grace, that our possibilities 
for usefulness may be increased. 

"Let nothing pass ; for every brad 

Must find sotiie work to do; 
Lose not a chance to waken love ; . 

Be Arm and Just and true. 
So shall a light that cannot fade 

Beam on thee from on high. 
And angel voices my to thee, 

These things shall never die." 

Libbie Leslie Mover. 


"She Has Done What She Could." 
Opportunities to do loving service for the Mas- 
ter, sometimes, seem rare and meager, and not a 
few of God's children feel discouraged when they 
realize how little they accomplish in Christian 
work. Daily, prayers are offered by earnest 
hearts that they may be more faithful— that they 
may be ministering servants and disciples of Christ 
in conduct and in influence as well as in name. 
Such aspirations arc the safe- guards of the soul. 
They injure «*s with renewed confidence in God 
and self and incite us to more persistent activity. 
That the Lord remembereth our frame is obvious 
from the fact that his simple yet comprehensive 
standard of merit and approval may be attained by 
all.. Mary the sister of Lazarus was only a help 
less woman whose life had been marred by Bin. 
She could not eloquently plead the innocence of 
her Saviour, soon to be lead to death. She could 
not shield his brew from the crown of cniel.thorns, 
nor induce the haughty Jews to follow the lowly 
Jesus. She could do no more than break her 
alabaster box of ointment and pay loving homage 
to her Lord. What compensation, what joy and 
priceles.8 comfort to hear from his own lips the lov 
ing approval "she has done what she could !'' 

I believe there aie many Christians now who 
are just as earnest and eager to do God's eervice 
as Mary was, and to them this incident is full of 
significance. We may pity the poor, and picture 
their distress, we may extol virtue and deprecate 
vice, we may hope for conversions and even pray 
for the erring but it is not until we have done all 
we can that we shall receive God's commendation. 
"Herein is my Father Glorified, fhat ye bear much 
fruit, ao shall ye be my disciples." In what wsy 
this Christian fruit is to be borne lies wholly with 
each individual. Paul designates the various 
kinds as "love, joy, peace, longsutfering, kindness, 
goodnesp, faithfulness, meekness, temperance." 

God's reasonableness is further manifest in his 
assurance that even in giving a cup of cold water 
we may show forth our love. It is in the duties 
that ciowd each hour that we must cultivate these 
fruits and our lives will not be barren. The holiday 
season with all its festivities brings only sorrow 
and a deeper sense of pitiless fate, to many aching 
hearts. Here is an excellent opportunity to bear 
fruit for the Master. No one can hope to realize 
the greatest degree of pore enjoyment during the 
closing week of the year who has made no effort to 
gladden the heart less favored in life. There are 
some Bucb within the reach of almost every one. 
Gifts are usoaliy made to those who have com- 
paratively little need of them. Feasts are given 
chiefly to those who are accustomed to an abund- 
ance, despite the plain teaching of the Saviour,— 


Oberlin, O. 


Selfishness. 


BY LAURA E. N. OBOSSNICKLE. 

Of all the evils with which the Christian comes 
in conflict perhaps there ib none other so deep 
rooted as selfiishness, none othe* which must be 
fought daily, hourly and even momentarily with 
such persistent and incessant energy. In the sin- 
ner, the motive power leading him into wicked- 
ness, crime and murder, it still slumbers in the 
bosom of the Christian, ready to burst into a flame 
which shall consume all the nobler, truer, better 
instincts of his bouI. fruitful source of unhappi- 
neet». ill-temper, discontent and misery, it never 
fails to yield an abundant harvest, unless persist- 
ently fought, earnestly, conscientiously and prayer- 
fully struggled against. 

The true life, the nobler, higher, better life of 
man is that life which, lifted abt-ve selfish sordid 
self-interest is devoted to the set vice of others. It 
is the Christ-life born into the human soul by the 
acceptance of the sacrifice on the cross, and fed 
and nourished by the grace of God. 

How beautiful is that life which hid with Christ 
in God, keeks not its own aggrandizement and 
happiness in selfish pursuits, but finds it unsought 
in service to others, in doing not its own will but 
in doing the will of Him whoBe we are, for "we 
are not our own but are bought with a price." 
Bought with the life-blood of the Son of God, we 
owe our service to him, and in no way can we render 
more Acceptable service, or better fulfill the pur- 
pose of our being than by serving, as Jesus him- 
self did, our fellowmen, for "inasmuch as ye did it 
unto the least of these ye did it unto me." 

True, disinteresting love and service to others 
is the cross for the crucifixion of selfishness, to 
"esteem others better than ourselves" is the tomb 
for its sepulchre, and "in honor preferring one 
another" the seal to the sepulchre. 

Every aell-denial for Christ's sake lifts us one 
step toward the eternal joys of the ransomed, 
glorified throng in the eternal city. Every time 
we add a new link to the gulden chain that binds 
our bouIb to heaven and God. Every time we 
trample upon self-love and self-glory, and place 
our weak arms beneath the trembling, doubting 
despairing soul* of weaker ones than ourselves, 
and lift them up, we add new jewels, new stars to 
the crowns that are reserved for us if finally faith- 
ful, in the courts of our Father's bouse.. 


shows that there are more ways than one in whieh 
the Lord is called upon, and he signifies, at the 
same time, that there is but one right way, — He 
that doetb the will of my Father. 

In the first place, we must consecrate ourselves 
without any reserves whatever to Jesus 
Christ through whom we must be saved, if we are 
saved at all, we must deny ourselves and serve 
him, with all our mind, soul and strength, and if 
we do this we have no time for worldly thing, such 
as to lust after riches. Paul sayB, the love of 
money is the root of all svil. 1. Tim. 6 : 10. 

But then 0, man of God flee these things ; and 
follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
patience, meekness. But let us go on to perfection, 
not only make a profession and then stop, or say, 
I go fishing, or farming, or as the case may be. 
But let us deny self and search the Scriptures and 
give our time and talent to the Lord, from whence 
we receive all. Bnt let us sanctify the Lord God 
in our hearts that we may be always ready to give 
an answer to every man that asketh us a reason 
of the hope that is in us. This passage implies 
that not every one will be perfect, that some will 
hare done many wonderful works, even cast out 
devils in the name of the Lord, and yet be guilty 
in some respect ; we must be perfect men and 
women ; that which Christ came to restore. Be 
not conformed to this world ; but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good and acceptable, and perfect will 
of God. Bom. 12 :2, 

It should be noticed that these words of the 
Apostles are not addressed to the unbelieving 
world but to those whom he recognized as brethren 
as shown by the preceding verse. "I beseech you 
therefore brethren in that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God." 
It is commonly believed that when a man is con- 
verted or turned from Bin unto righteousness, and 
from unbelief and opposition to God, to reliance 
upon him, that this is the transforming Paul 
meant Truly it is a great change — a transform- 
ing, but not the transforming that Paul here re- 
fers to. That is a transforming of character ; but 
Paul refers to a transforming of nature promised 
to believers during the Gospel Age, on certain con- 
ditions, and he was urging believers to fulfill these 
conditions. 

Had not such a transformation of character 
already taken place in whom he addressed, he 
could not have terrred them brethren — brethren 
too, who bad something "holy and acceptable un- 
to God," to offer in sacrifice ; for only those who 
are justified by faith in the ransom, are reckoned 
of God as holy and acceptable. Transformation 
of nature results to those w ho, during the Gospel 
Age, presents their justified humanity a living 
sacrifice, as Jesus did in perfect humanity a 
sacrifice — laying down all right and claim to future 
human existence, as well as ignoring* present human 
gratification, privileges, rights, etc. The first 
thing sacrificed is the human will : and thence- 
forth we may not be guided by our own or by any 
other human will, but only by the divine will. 
The devine will becomes our will, and we reckon 
the human will not our own. But as tbe will of 
another, to be ignored and sacrificed. The divine 
will, having become our will, we begin to resBon, 
tc judge, to think, from the divine stand-point : 
God's plan becomes our plan, and God's purpose 
and ways are ours. None can fully understand 
this transformation, who have not in good faith 
presented themselves as sacrifices, and in conse- 
quence come to experience it. Before we could enjoy 
any thing that was not actually sinful ; now we 
must sacrifice the present good thingB, and devote 
all our energies to the service of God, that we 
may become such that do the will of the Father 
which is in heaven ; for Jesus says, such shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. 

Now therefore brethren, let us not sit down on 
the stool of do- nothing, but let us ever push for- 
ward to the mark of the prize of the high calling 
in Christ Jesus. 

Isaac Michael. 
Cambria, Ind ., Nov. 25, 1887. 
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Catering tbe Kingdom of Heaven. 

"Not every one' that eaith unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
tbe kingdom of heaven, but be that doeth tbe will of, my father 

which Is in heaven." Matt. 7; 21. 

This paaaage here spoken by Christ, plainly 


The Presbyterian Sabbath School in the city of 
Damascus is attended by 360 children and the day 
schools by 730. Between four and five hundred 
natives attend the Sunday services. 
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